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Centennial Celebration

A Place that Takes You by the Hand

In Honor of Willoussood Arboretum’s Centenndal Celebvation we ave happy to bring owr readers this
reedited and wpdated version of an avticle that first appeared in the BRJ in the Spring of 2002...

By CG Welke

Mistenic Photes Fram The Collection of The Morris County Park Commizsion
Color Images Cowrtesy of The Willowweod Foundation
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n 1908, Robert Tubds, an officer of
the Corn Exchange Bank in New
York, and bia brother Henry, an editor
»t Scribner’s, turned their backs on the
big city and began seasching the rolling
bills of pocthwest New Jersey for the
country life chey had known 2 bop
prowing up i Kingson, Pennsybvania,
Wich their modest savings chey began
thelr quese, neicher brocher exactly sure
of what they were locking for, until one
snowy day when they followed a friend
to an 18ch censury farmhouse om a sive
that she sald, “takes you by the hand.”
When Henry and Robert Tubbs gased
down into the ferode lntde valley in
Chester, New Jersey called Paradise
Farm, they knew they had found their
Eden. It was moee than just the “friend
ly howse In an iovivieg setving” thae
they had been searching for. Mere
smongst the willows, buried beneach
the beambles and the impencerable
blackberry patches, they found a place
of warmth and grace, and » place of
inspérason,
Nestled along & stream In 2 valley
between two pentle slopes, Puradise

T’;Tubhhnﬂ,mmmu

Farm, once part of & larger 18¢ch cenny
ry orace owned by Frederick Hunmel,
wat the homessead of che Kennedy fam-
fy. who aoguired the peoperty, hand

swome farmhouse, and peddingmone
coetage that scrves a0 the property’s cenr
serplece, i 1839, After being in che
Kennedy family for peneraticns, the

134 acre farm wan sold 0o Ells Tiger In
1906, who in turn offered the property
for sade two years lager. Is was 2 bit over
grown and somewhat shaggy stound
the edpes but the Tubbs beothers saw
the possdtdlinies that lay buried beneach
the scrob brush and bloeberry beam.
bles. They immediately purchased the
farm annd mvowed i thar sprieg.

As k& would vom our, the brothess
weren't the only Tubbs' o fall in bowve
with Paradise Farme. Eager 1o show their
new home 10 the famdy, Robert and
Henry irvited their patenss, Bengamin
and Carrie Ladd Welles, sod their sin
ver, Cladee, out for & visit that firse
speing - they never lefe. leaecad, they
sold their home in Penssyhania and
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Henry W. Tudds (k) and Robert H. Tabbs fright)
moved in wigh the boys that year. Claire

and Henry's gentlemen farming. What
they were really interested in was the
larsdscape.

A freight car of flowering shrubs

The fow trees that remalned on the
once working farm weee confined o
pesch orchard on the castern slope, »
thick stand of American Chestnuts and
Ouks ca the western slope, and a clus
ter of huge weeping willows aloag the
seream bank. These drooping glano
dominated the approsch from
Hacklebarney Road and made such an
mmpeomion when entering the properey
that the farm wa  renamed
"Willowwood.*

Since thetr boyhood duws i Kingseon,

peoperty, most of the land had been the Tubbs brochers had always been
cheared for pestures or was under culel  “enthusisscic gardenens” and friends
vation but & few cows and & vegetable  would often drop by w0 see what sew
parden would be the sxent of Robert  mopial mrities the boys were growing

never married and they all spent the
rest of their lives on the farm,
When the Tubbs brochen bought the

Wittowwood Gentennial
Silac tg>cu't(y

Sunday, May 18, 2008

5 pm *Musscal Concert & Champagne Reception

The Ten - 430 pm
Sundey Supper - 6:30 pem
Wine Tasong - 56° Degrees Wine
Dineland Music - Palosnar Too
Sdent Auction - Live Avcnon of Race Plansy

Reservanons Requred
Call 908 234 1515 foe mfocmation

& *Special Concert Ticket

Sponsornd by |aservar Mercades Beny, Neaton,
Atisch Form © Prgpack Gladstone Bonk

Catorong by Rasr & Owrvn, Oldwick




in thelr “water garden” (swo boewery
casks sawed I half snd sunk Ineo the
pround). Now, with 134 acres before
them, the beochers would ke their
horcioslounsd passions 1o 8 new, artistic
level and Willowwood would be their
canvas

They began by clearteg the overgrown
blackberry bushes and mangled bewsh
that were trying 10 reclaio the peoperty
and plassed fruit mees, induding apple,
peach and pear, and Quine & fow nut
trees. They also beoughe over planes
from thelr Kisguon garden such =
Harison's Yellow Roses, & Kerria, and
White Lilag; they even pachered 2 fow
Canada Hemlock seedling  from
Grandfather Tubbs' summer cabin,
But, the real plasning and plaseing
began in carmest when Benjamin
Dorrance, an old family friend from
Pensaybvanda, sent them an entire
freight car of plants from his greenr

(908) 7819400
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New General Manager/New Exeontive Chef

Pierre Dohemond Oliver Filley
New Lunch € Dbener Memus

Entertawment
Thursday, Fridey & Saturday Evenings
Vinl RedOdhGrillecom for full schadile and weves
Flawwr = Towte = Usigue

SOMERSET ART
ASSOCIATION

2020 BURNT MILLS RD., BEDMINSTER
(908) 234-2345 wwwi somersetart.org
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voy of “excuting wagoadosds® from che
main sation in nearby Gladstooe.
Soon, Dormnce’s genescuity “wook the
form of mases of flowering shrubs
slong the driveway, hedges o cutling
lwwn svens, and enclosure plandings
amound the space nceth of the hows™.

Singing in the wildernes

Mary of the early plantings were also
discoveries made by Robert while
scouring the mackess In  Jower
Manhastan, Each Friday che family
would cagerly swait his returm from
these urban expeditions to see If he had
found “smcdher dwerf condfer for the
Japanese gacden taking shape around
the Cypress pool, or some other treas

houses and murserios. The incredible Honeysuckles, Spireas, Foesythiss, ¥7® be had spocted at the markec”.

g form the Domoce family, which Lilacs, Roses, Peonies, Mantain lilies, 5000, friencs and fellow horeiculour:

included  Syringas, rangeas, and various conifers, arrived in & con  #9 3o the country waneed w add
o thelr owm touches of color o the

Professional Commercial & Residential SOMERSET
Landscape Service Graia, Feed & Supply Corporation
Complete line of
Lawn Maintenance ¢ Complete Landscaping Feed & Grain, Shavings
Fertilizer and Weed Control Applications . S5 - g
P TRIPLE CROWN. S
908.832.5915 Pt B
Delivery Avallable
“Providing the Service you Expect” Secving Somerset County since 1945
(908) 766-0204

Califon, NJ ¢ Lic #13VHO0472200 KT 282, 74 MINE BROOK ROAD, RERNARDEVILLE, N7 $9%34




expanding gasdesa at Willowweod.
They would trade plant species from
stound the world like spores enthush
oty trading bescball cards, conseandy
sdding o Willowwood's growing col
lection. Notsble among these “garden.
ing friends” was world-renowned “plant
explocer” EH. "Chinese” Wilson, and
the Tuld's neightor fom next door
Merchiston Farm (now Bamboo Beook
Ousdoor Education Censter), the
famous landscape architect and design-
or, Martha Brooks Huscheson, whom
the boothens often engaged I friendly
but "heated arguments about compos
e and design®.

From the freight kad of phanas peo-
vided by the Dormances, EH, Wikon's
donatioos of Chinese Lacebark Pine,
Waserlily Magoolias, snd Chinese
House Lemaon, (3 species discovered by
Wison in & remote province of China,
where it was grown in courtmnds and

1999 Baminy AsoGl SALoon Powverd by 2 481/2 Lere, uwbochunged engune. sovmnes
oot of S Genocs 48172 bow Beatlers whah won 5 LeMuss o the 192075 sad o
whavnir the Arnage was govem € s |, s o6 & Uiy hasrnns wad govsi-pueriov g e

g Sdonw swlim. Fonsbied o Metallac Beoh Racng Goven wih G besther 177 Gaonoey
alky whwels and Gabeidinn gudodsed Bard Wikset (o and 1rwm 36 oquapped woh o plethes
ta of humwy and salery fewnares 0 accempaneed be ey gl sl sad wsd soomy
and s bienslly 1 cear new condion thesghont. Mileage 50565 Poce 7450

THE STABLE LTD.
Thoroughbred Motorcars Simce [973

Sales 908-234-2055 o Service W8 234-1755 o Scorsge: 9082342594
www stabledid com

Main Sereet, Gladstoae, NJ
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maylenpierce

portrait photography

olawick, new jersey
908.403.2270
maylenpiercephotography.com
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windowsills 10 prowide frult over the
wintee), the hundeeds of Pink ladmlip
pems, sssablishad on the pine hillside by
De. Williaze Wilson of Monocielr, and
the comtribudoss from their many
friends and colleagues, Willowwood
ook on beeschtaking vistme of coloe,
Septh, and cexture

Naoumal in appearance, the besury of
Willowwood was actually carefully
designed 0 be compatible with the
handscage and w take advancage of the
natursl light and chasging seascrs.
Special aneavtion was pwid 10 the i
“We have o pley up 10 o

L.“..: hoar

sunsets,” Hessy Tubbs coce stated
“See thar hoge Bl in the diseance’ Ins
silhovene s splendid againwe the aky

You should see theoe trees sflame o
the setting sun inserudfies thelr col
on. Sleging in the wildernen.* “Study
narure's way,” he advised, quoting from

s friend and landscape sechicect, “Man

Dr. Besjormin Blackbern in 1986

cannot copy nature, but from it he can
learn 2o develop » folk song o¢ & poem.*

A legacy of horticulture, acsthetics,
wnd education

Since 1939, the Tubbs brothers began
entertaining the idea of creating & pud
e arboeetum vt Willowwood. Though
chete was 8 great interest and enchud
sm, there wain 't sufficient funding so
make this dream s realicy. Robest
Tebbe died in 1542 but Heswry comtin
ued his efforts to have the peopersy poe
served, Aided by Dr

Blackburn, 3 famous botazdst, horticul

Benjamin

tural suchor, radio talk show personall
ty, snd Baculty member a2 Rutpess and
Drew Universicies, ho finally succeeded
in 1950, and Willowwood was essab-
lavod & & public arboreram
Blackbure, whose botanical axpertiee
led him down many colocful pechs,



indoding & stine in the srmy during
Woeld Whr I, where he specialised in
deweloping camouflage, has been
dexcribed as “the quintessential gentie-
man farmer - bandsome and arhitocrat
i." He began coming out o
Willowwood on weskends during the
19305 and deweloped a deep bond with
Henry Tubbe, Evensually Blackburm
wok up permanent residence at
Willowwood and in Heouy's will he was
given the use of 30 scres and all the
buildings on the farm. Dr. Blackburn
trwveied the world collecting specimens
20 enhance the gaeders ot Willowwood
and though he always downplayed his
role ot the srbhoretum, he s credived
with much of the “dasign end attention
o quality” that can be seen there todey.
An example of his work can be seen In
the “Costage Carden” an “unpretan-
tious and wekoming srmagement” of
"nemerous contrasting plant species
prowing side by side in harmony.”

Henry Tubbs died in 1958, leaving
Willowwood w Wildife Preserves Inc.
“on the condition that ik would be
maincained & sn arboretum and con
orolled wildlife peeserve for ins lifetime.*
Dr. Bleckharn, whom Henry had
sdopted s bis s00 in 1949, coesinued
to play & major role in the development
of Willowwood s execwmtor of the
estate. In 1960, Blackburs together
tect and Secretary Disector of the
Meeris County Park Commission,
eatablisded the Willowwood
Foundasion 0 oversee Wildlife
Preserves Inc. and to prooect the “tress
wres” of Willowwood. [n cime however,
It became evident thar Wildlife
Preserves Inc. “was not equipped wo
madesain the property m promised™
and In 1967, Rugers University
weomed wewardship of Willowwood
Afer 1) yeurs however, Rutgers also

The
Magic Shop

IN OLDWICK

60 Misin Street (Ree 517) in the
historic village of Oldwick, NJ

(908) 439-2330

Open Monday -Saturday
Wam -5 pm.

A charming gift shop located
in an 18¢h century house on
Main Sereet in Oldwick, NJ,
featuring gifts for the home,
men ond ladies accessories,

fine art, toys & antigques.

Opewsred for e beneit of Bomeie Bese
Scheld, in Libery Comnex, N o nompoott
&, accvedizad wtdmsal eateen: and
pecial adcation creser for youth &z vk

\ Gpod Resomen C*irtifc Wallpa et
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The Willowwood Foundation
Phoson of dhe 2007 “Lilac Povny® by Donmnan Prniison

FMhm.MWMMW.M-IMbmh
“wesnme” wt Willwwood, The Willowwood Foundation & » nonpesfic
edocaticnal cngeniztion whose massion @ 1o “nerture an appevciation for knowledpe
of botany, horsculure and the naturl world Socugh m wpport of public edoce
con, written materiale and faclitkes 1o promete wse, access anud infoemation sbout
native and e plann.® The Foundation has prosidead grans 1o resasre the peope
panon facditkes ot Willowsne] Astwretum, s develop o modern mursery faciity, to
whoge exinting buddieg 0 pullic mecting bedition, 1 oebiah o vuatle whinseer
program o smist with enhescod mainteraece of both pardera, o sutisr 20 teoerme-
tonal seed exchange widh botanical gandera seound the word and m covgersee with
ocher (nutitusiona, sech s che Asnold Arbomsoum, In sesesrch,

Theough m Anrsaal Autumn Sympostum, the Foundation costinues 10 smrect
noted garden authorities and feaoumes significant placs collextions groming at the
Artorerum. Continuing e tradinios of both the Tubls and Hutthoron families,
the Fuuradation has usderwrinen plant agdoesthoa aod cofection trige oo termpersee
srems of Ching and Kores 10 preserwe thelr vanbhing Qo sad @ aoodece sew
plant to the aunery erade. The Foundation skt In malnsaining dhe exteneivy
botarical and Bordculursl Bbraris o1 both Wiliwwood sad Feelinghurpen
Adtcomem and publiuhes 3 newadetter, The Foundaoon sbe spports the Brookhyn
Bocanic Ganden's Metrogohoan Floes Progect to document s peeserve natrve flosa.
The Foundation contisues o peeserve New Jersey's parden heritage snd noods your
support 00 schieve their goale. For more information on how you can belp s
wnigue copanimation, write tor The Willowwood Foundasion, PO Box 218, Gladeone,
NJ 07934 or call (908) 2341815,

o

had trouble maintasming the funding
for i proper upkeep. Through the
efforts of the Willowwood Foundanion,
the arboretum became affilisced with
the Morrls County Parks Commision.
The Parks Commission jumped s the
rare opportunity and has continsal w
impoove and add v Willowwood's legs
¢y of hottcubture, sesthetscs, and abs
oation.

The seeds of 2 deeam

Almost a century afver Robert and
Henry Tubbs began sowing the seeds of
their dream, Paradise Farm, now
Willowwood Arbocetum, Is still & place
that “takes you by the hand.™ With over
3,500 domestic and exotic species w
enjoy and admire, visiooes are Jured
down quier pathways 0 provocarive
scenes of caloulaced besuty soch
“Pan’s Ganden,” where Heney Tubls
utilized the design from a Persian
praver rug o create an illasion of per
spective or what he called his "ruse” of
design. Using what appears to be paral
bel borders of Lambu Ear s odging, the
path actuslly narrows a¢ its far end and
the plants dimininh in size. The effoct v
an optical {lmion chat makes the path
scom mach longer. The bronse bust of
“Pan,” who smiles knowingly. mocking
ous seres a i he s In on the joke,
seems much farcher away thas he acro
ally Is. It's & ruse char Henry was very
fond of and used theoughour the park.
Ocher inarigwing sives inchade the
“Elephant Wall." where porcelain
pechyderms greet serolling visstorns; the
brilliant “Treasure Toove,” which holds
8 wenlth of exeic rantiex the subele,
English style "Cottage Ganden” and
the "Cypress Pool” s Japancse garden
where 2 pagoda, 3 temple bell, 3nd o
watoe of Buddha rest sevenely under
the dappled shade of

Japanese



Magnoliss asnd American Bald
Cyprowses.

Henry and Robert Tuble came w
Willowwnod i search of & carmas for
thedr artistic exprossion and have left us
& panoremic tapestry of finely wowen
landscape design sermounded by san)-
ral perfection. “Both wild and culover
od plantings can be seen 0o selfguiding
tours. In addition o undisturbed foe
ot, histocke collections lnchade onk,
maple, willow, magnolia, lilac, cherry,
fir, pine, » superh specimen of Dawn
Redwood (Metamsequola) now more
than 98 feet wall, masses of forme and
handsome stands of field and forest
wild flowens.” But you don't have %0 be
2 andscape desigoer, hoeticulurist, or
even & garden eethuwiast o enpoy the
axtraonlinary gift they have bequeathead
to New Jersey. Willowwood s » haven
for birdwatchers, an apiratioa foe
arthsx, & romsamtic sesting for summer
wrolls, sad » natural tomple for Quiet
contemplation. So let Willowwood
“ke you by the hand.” oc bester put,
take somevne you lowe by the hand and
discover the subdime beauty of the place
once known s “Parsdise Farm *

BH)

HNancy gAlan
Gilbert
cANTIQUES

302 Mainr Serees, Mourcaleonille,

w Beavntd Tenhstawy Tomvahg
(908) 2341486

Wed. Thun & Fn 1230 - 430
Sanrday 1200 . 400
Sunday 1200 - 400

UM rrevory swe cowaww fows
Porvarhas 85" hog M 5" o,
M hgh Lo 1800

Par & cmvad wooden hormer o
sand. Easly 19000

Map of ludelpbos & vciminy C
&0

A & 8 mare opportunity .o
—l-:hn thin charmang coctage
in the heart of the idyllic village
of Pocsersville, Whether a5 »
woekeod sefuge, arshet’s studio,
antique shop, unigee office suite
ot a wooderful alternathve o
condomindum living, this

sppealing renowation peoject

swalts i next eraesformation.
Appeoximately 1,200 square feet.
Direczly on Rowte 512 (Fairmount Road),
Asking $150.000 Consace

Todd Stires
(908) 3859655
Lamington Properties LLC
Licensed Real Estate Broker
LAMINGTON PROPERTIES, LLC

LICENSED REAL E5TATE BROKIN
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